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evil, the dominion they hold over a part of the human race.'*
There was much variety la the state governments. The United
States was very large. "All the republics we read of, either in
the ancient or modem world, have been extremely limited in
territory; we kaow of none a tenth part so large as the United
States." And yet the delegates to the Federal Convention from
such varied commonwealths and so extensive a territory had by
harmony and concession been able to plan a "superintending
government" which would bind the people of the United States
together in a union without which they must perish as a nation.
The records of the debates in the convention are scanty for
the remaining days, and tell little about the nature and quality
of the opposition. Patrick Bollard of Prince Frederick's said all
Ms constituents were opposed to the Constitution and would not
accept it unless they were compelled by force of arms—"and then>
they say, your standing army, like Turkish Janissaries enforcing
despotic laws, must rani it down their throats with, the points
of bayonets/' (But four of the seven members from Doilard's
parish voted for ratification.) On the 21st General Thomas
Sumter of the District eastward of Wateree moved to adjourn to
October for "further cowideration™—which meant word had come
that Virginia might not ratify, and some of the South Carolinians
wished to follow Virginia, The motion was lost by a majority of
46. On May 23 the convention voted for ratification by 149 to 73.
According to the historian David Ramsay, a member of the
convention, "when the result of the vote was announced^ an
event unexampled in the annals of Carolina took place. Strong
and involuntary expressions of applause and joy burst forth
from the numerous transported spectators. The minority com-
plained of disrespect—unpleasant consequences were expected.
The majority joined with the complaining members in clearing
the house, and in the most delicate manner soothed their feelings.
In the true style of republicanism the minority not only acqui-
esced, but heartily joined in supporting the determination of
the majority."
South Carolina was the eighth state to ratify, and did not know
which would be the ninth, or whether there would be a ninth.
New Hampshire, completing the nine necessary states on June
21, had heard of the ratification in South Carolina. In q Federal
Procession at Portsmouth on the 26th to celebrate the happy

